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People, Places, Futures- The Wales Spatial Plan
Consultation Events

Summary of Feedback Questionnaires

Location and Venue

1 
2 Was the event held at an appropriate venue for the participants involved?

The General feeling was that the venues were appropriate throughout the Workshops. However there were a few grievances with Public Transport availability for the Pembrokeshire and Cefn Gwlad Workshops. 

If not, which alternative venue would you have suggested? 
Few alternative locations suggested for events, such as Cardiff Bay for South East Wales. However, people were mainly happy with the locations but suggested better directions and information on transport availability be supplied for future events.  
The Event


3 Did the event provide you with an opportunity to learn more about the purpose and content of the Wales Spatial Plan?
About its purpose:
A large majority of the participants found that they learned more about the purpose of the plan. In particular those who were ‘new to the plan’ and didn’t have much knowledge regarding it, found the presentation a useful introduction to the document and the workshop. However, some of those with more previous knowledge commented that the presentation didn’t present them with much new information. 

A key concern was that there was not enough information given on the implications of the plan, how it fits into the Assembly Government and Local Authority strategies, and how the Plan will be implemented. 

A number of people felt that the explanation of the Plan’s long term purpose was lacking or vague. 

About its content:
The large majority of attendees found that the presentation and workshop gave them a clearer picture of the content of the plan. For those who hadn’t had much experience of the plan before the workshops, it was a good starting point for discussion and gave them a knowledge base. 

Some indicated that they would have wanted a more detailed description of the content generally and others felt that specific areas should have been covered or expanded, for example methodological points relating to how the zones and areas were identified.

A small minority felt they didn’t learnt anything knew about the contents of the plan, but most of these stated that they had in-depth knowledge before the event. 



Any particular insights/views?
This part of the question was mainly covered under Purpose and Content. However, one key point was that organisations found the workshops very useful in communicating with other interested parties and exchanging views on the purpose and content of the Plan. 

4 Did the event provide participants with an opportunity to raise and discuss issues & ideas – whether already in the plan or completely new?


The main feedback from this question was that a large majority found the event gave them a good opportunity to discuss issues and to put across new ideas to other organisations. 

The only concerns were that there was not enough time for certain parts of the workshops (mainly the card discussion) and that the workshops, although based in each area, should focus more on issues connecting Wales in all areas, as well as National and International issues. 

Nearly all participants found the workshop groups effective and a good base for high level discussions. However, a few people found groups too big at the South East Wales event and some people were overpowering within the groups. 

5 Did the event provide participants with an opportunity to explore how the Plan might be taken forward, and who might be involved?


This question gave the biggest range of mixed views, with many people agreeing that the time given to discuss issues meant that, although topics were discussed, the level of these discussions was not as great as it could have been. As a result, for the larger scale events, people found that there was opportunity, but to a limited extent. 

Some people also expressed a wish to be able to discuss issues without boundaries and set issues. A more open discussion could have benefited the Plan more as several people had issues that they were unable to raise due to the nature of the discussions.

Of the positive responses, the majority of people were happy that several workshops had been set up in order for everyone to be a part of the process and have the chance to discuss the issues with people with a common interest. 


The spread of responses to this question varied between different events. For example the overall feeling regarding the discussion on the plan’s implementation was more sceptical at the Menai and Cefn Gwlad events than at the Swansea Bay or North East Wales events.

Post event involvement


6 Is it likely that 
7 you or colleagues will make use of the opportunities to provide further input into the consultation process, such as the interactive website? 
The general feedback was that those present at the meetings would use the website or some part of the feedback opportunities available. 

Only a small number indicated that they had no intention of providing further input. 

8 Do you plan to also submit a written response using the form provided with the document?
Only a small minority had no plans of submitting feedback forms, with a number of those indicating that although they may not feedback individually, they would do so as an organisation. 

However, the large majority replied Yes to this question. 
9 Would you be interested in taking part in the National Conference in spring 2004?
Once again the majority of responses showed interest in attending a National Conference. 

Some expressed reservations about their importance and the need for them to be there, with some indicating it would depend on where the event was held and the public transport available. 

There was however, a feeling of the need to keep the momentum going, with the National Conference seen as a good opportunity to achieve this and make the Spatial Plan achieve its potential. 


Any other comments?

Main points from the other comment sections were: 

· Too little time to discuss the issues

· The events were generally well organised and facilitated – although there were a few people unhappy with the facilitation expertise and felt the event was boring at times

· Discussion groups should be set into groups with expertise of the issues – some discussions dwindled due to lack of knowledge

· Lack of grassroots level – Same faces, same discussions

· No real representation of health sector at the workshops or in the Plan – Also voluntary sector and environmental organisations were under-represented

· A follow-up workshop, in about a year, should be held

· More national issues should be discussed rather than just Zone issues – Maybe an event for organisations with national focus should be arranged

· Workshop should be given more flexibility for discussing issues rather than focusing on set discussions and topics

· The Plan needs to set itself as a new, highly valued document rather than being along the same lines as Winning Wales and Better Wales.com

· Event was great opportunity to discuss issues with organisations with similar interests and a chance to hear new ideas
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